Proposte 2012: colour

By Lucy Hayes, WGSN-homebuildlife, 21 May 2012

Moving on from last season's tutti frutti ~ colour palette, we see this range

transcending into a sharp citrus palette of lemon and lime. There is also an

overwhelming appearance of Pantone's colour of the year, Tangerine Tango  with
hints of tomato red.

Lemon & lime

Last year, yellow was the newcomer colour within the fair, seen to be quite daring for
brands to be presenting. As predicted in our yellow analysis ,this year yellow hues were
being more widely used. Libeco clients prefer the more versatile paler shades from the yellow
spectrum. Limonta and Delius showcased an interesting mix of green—tinted yellows combined
with lime green shades.
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Skins

By Lucy Hayes, WGSN-homebuildlife, 21 May 2012

Animal skins remain a popular option for prints and textured fabrics. Brands take elements
of leopard, zebra and lizard skin, creating new textures.

Ratti presents a semi-sheer fabric, which layers varying scales of leopard skin motifs in
subtle, neutral hues, while Limonta showcases a range of realistic faux-leather snake skins.
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Raised texture

By Lucy Hayes, WGSN-homebuildlife, 21 May 2012

Jacquard fabrics woven in contrasting quality yarns formulate interesting puckers and ripples
to fabric. A raised surface adds another dimension to pattern, creating interest to finish
and texture. Europ Marchini presents an array of samples in this technique, many imitating

textures taken directly from nature.

Europ Marchini at Proposte 2012 Europ Marchini at Proposte 2012 Europ Marchini at Proposte 2012
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Out of focus

By Lucy Hayes, WGSN-homebuildlife, 21 May 2012

Scale is blown-up and exaggerated, distorting pattern. Graphic geometrics and stripes are
softened with blurred edges - an effect similar to tie-dye, but with a slightly more controlled,
cleaner finish.

Ratti at Proposte 2012
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Metallic

By Lucy Hayes, WGSN-homebuildlife, 21 May 2012
Metallic finishes is a popular technique for Italian brands. Ta-Bru and Ratti present a range
of techniques, from pigment prints to foiling and faux leather finishes.

Ta-Bru showcases a stunning collection of linen fabric, inspired by lizard skin. A subtle,
silver scale pattern is highlighted by a hot orange. The design is also presented with a

neutral linen ground for a more sophisticated look.

Pozzi Arturo at Proposte 2012 Ta-Bru at Proposte 2012
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Let’s get digital

By Lucy Hayes, WGSN-homebuildlife, 21 May 2012

The key message to emerge from Proposte 2012 is that digital printing is the future. The
technique is considered to be a faster and easier method than flat screen and rotary printing
techniques. Digital printing enables an unlimited amount of colours to be printed all at
once. High—quality images with intricate detailing and fine textures can be easily
transferred without the need for an individual screen for each separate colour. The process
takes less time to prepare and complete, therefore, digitally printed fabrics can be produced
in much smaller quantities. It’s also a technique ideal for capturing the delicate nuances of
watercolour washes and brush strokes of handpainted florals.

Para’ s entire collection consists of a vast selection of digitally printed designs. Artisanal
applications, such as wax resist, tie—dye, cross stitch, Indian block prints and antique
florals, are all realistically recreated.

Brands such as Clerici Tessuto and Rossini della Quercia digitally print on the warp then
weave a plain colour weft for a subtle, more sophisticated, look

Magniarredo updates the traditional damask motif by digitally printing the warp with a
mottled texture in an almost fluorescent palette.

Athenea at Proposte 2012 Magniarredo at Proposte 2012
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Lace

By Lucy Hayes, WGSN-homebuildlife, 21 May 2012

The fine textures and intricate patterning of lace is reinterpreted into bicoloured
jacquards. Two tones of ecru create a timeless, feminine feel. Europ Marchini imitates
appliqué lace and broderie anglaise, forming asymmetric compositions, presented in a striking

monochrome border design and almost fluorescent pink.
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Kilim

By Lucy Hayes, WGSN-homebuildlife, 21 May 2012

Moving on from last year’ s noted upholstery inspired by rugs trend, we see many
exhibitors turning to kilim floor coverings for inspiration. With the recent increase in the
West of kilim rugs being used as floor coverings, brands are seen to be taking this trend one
step further and seeking inspiration from flat woven, non-pile rugs for upholstery fabric.
Typical kilim geometric symbols, diamond medallions and recognisable stripes are simplified
into bi and tri—coloured designs. B&T Textilia is well known for translating original and

antique kilim samples into designs for commercial production.
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Hand—-dyed finish

By Lucy Hayes, WGSN-homebuildlife, 21 May 2012

Exhibitors use various techniques to create the effect of fabrics being dyed by hand, sun-—
bleached or worn over time. The connotations of an unevenly dyed fabric having defects or
being poor quality are beginning to be revalued for there handcrafted look.

Para digitally print African and Indian wax resist patterns and imitate the artisanal
handcrafted technique, while Limonta’s tonal gold jacquard woven fabric creates a realistic,

uneven dyed effect.
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Damask update

By Lucy Hayes, WGSN-homebuildlife, 21 May 2012

Brands are delving into their archives to uncover ancient damasks, reproducing these
original handwoven designs in more current production methods. Woven and printed
damask motifs are updated in this season's colours. Limonta uses clashing colour
combinations of orange, pink and yellow, creating a psychedelic, 1960s feel. Cicala gives
traditional imagery a modern twist by playing with scale and layering a climbing floral print
on top of a damask ground. David Walters Fabrics uses an extra-soft pastel palette for a
fresh contemporary feel. Fuchsia, teamed with gold, formulates a bold, luxurious look.
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Tangerine tango to tomato red

Orange was this most prominent colour seen at Proposte this year. Seen worked tonally with
neutral shades and taupe for a soft, sophisticated feel or worked with hot pink and strong
yellow hues for a bold, contemporary look. Gebriider Munzert opted for a contrasting colour
palette where strong yellow and orange shades were combined with mid-blue and were offset
against dark to mid-grey.
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